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5 „ OFFICE. 


"OF Us MAIE STIES: 
EXCHA NG E | 
Kora. 


g and iuſtifying his Maie- 


t; and the Conyeniencie 


Office of Exchange ,and 
| the cauſes of the late vi- 
| wwe the execution thereof. I 
Af found it would be 

| by way of preface to 
and prepare the mindes of 
I ſuch who perhaps haue bin 


—— == acrempted to be ed 
wich many vntrue and ſcandalous rumors — the 


ſame, ſince in a thing although not e, yet by rea- 
fon of diſvſage to ſome ſeeming at nem, it may prevaile 
much in prejudice of a cauſe, that men haue falſe ap- 
prehenſions or conceipts of that which is pro. 
unded or done; to the end therefore that the mind 
bad of theſe, may be placed in that even and cleere al- 
pect as may be fit, for the right vnderſianding and 
judging of a hat ſhall bee repreſented vnto it, I muſk 
from ſuch as may pervſe this ſhort Treatiſe, deſite by 

way of poſtulation or requeſt, 
Firſt, that notwithſtanding what they may haue 
heard, they doe not conceive, that ihe Office, or graunt 
A 2 theres 


£1. 
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thereof in the Letters Patents intends or actually re 
ſtraines the libertie of the ſwbie in generall, but that he 
is free, ( as before the Patent.) | 

1. To ſell his plate veſſell, or other manufactures, or 
other gold or ſiluet whatfocuer, to any Goldlinith, or 
other perſon Whomſoeuer to his beſt advantage. 

2 That he is free co carry his gold and ſilver immedi- 
atly to the mint there to haue the ſame coyned, whether 
he be a Aerchant that imports the ſame from beyond the 
ſeas: Or other ſubiect, hauing the ſame from his Mines, 
of tis Plate, receipts or monyes comming of his wares, 
or other commodities. 

Nor doth it reſtraiue the Goldſmith, or other Tradeſ- 
man in particulay, 

1. They may vſe their trade of 'Gold/mithrey, and o- 
ther Trades as fully and amply as heretofore they law- 
fully might or could doe. 

2. They may vſe and enioy, all ſuch fraxchiſes and 
other liberties and grawnts which they lawfully have or 
hold from the Charters of his Maieſtie or any his Pre- 
deceſſots. 

3. They may buy any Plate weſſell, burnt ſibver broken 

er other in faſhion or out of faſhion, or any other 
wannſatzure to be imployed in their Trades or reſold, 
as they might doe before the Patent. 

4. They may buy any gold or ſilver whatſoever or of 
whomſcener to make plate of, or to be vſed in the ſeue- 
all manufactures of their trades. 

— ſhould deſire, no men — 
of this as grounded pon the abſolute power ana preroga - 
— 2 —— the preemption of — 


or Materials of mintage, is a right inherent and in- 
| truſted 


To Tur READER 


truſted to the Crowne; fo alwaies haue the Xings of 
this R-aime exerciſed this office by their Farniers and 
Patentecs as belonging to them by right an i prerogatine 
leg 111, A Right of ſuch nature, as that by which Reya/ 
mynes, Treaſure traue, and ſuch like doe belong vnto the 
Crowne. Aud as it is uot taiſed, fois it not intended to be 
enlarged, or extended beyond the bounds and limitts 
let to it by the La: or vpheld by any other means, then 
the ordinatie coutſes of Iuſtice, free to all in his Maic- 

ſties Courts of Iudicatute, to which euery man juſtly 

grieued by the Patent, or the execution thereof, is leit to 

obtaine his law full rights and amends. 

Thirdly, that the office may no way bee taken as to 53: 
lauour of Monopolicz this including a reſſraiat of what 
was lawfull;z and « ſetting of a price vpon a free merchan- 
diſc, at the pleaſure of private perſons to their one 
gaine, in prejudice of the publike : But the office is and 
ought to be acquited of both thele Challenges, and 
moſt juſtly: Foralchough the metals of gold and ſilver 
(as things many waics vſeſull) haue bin and ate the mat. 
ter of Trade, yet when they arc conſidered as Bullion, and 
41 the materials of Coine with reference to the Mint: la 
this relation, they become the ſole prer agatine and right of 
Princes who haue power to enſtampe them with their 
Image and ſuperſcription, thereby giuing them corras- 
tie amongſt their people, and appointing them publique 
meaſures for the valuing and gouerning the eſtates and 
contracts of their ſubietts, whereupon it hath neuer bin 
lawfull heere, nor ( in any well gouerned forretne tate ) 
was there euer permitted a promi /cuous buying of Bullion, 
to buy, ſell or traffique gold or ſilvet merchantwiſe, or to 


arine any Trade pew the prof thereof, and ſo to come 
3 be- 


j 
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betwixt the Merchant, or other jubjc&, id the Mint, 
but to ſuch as were authorifed and appointed by the 
State herevnto : This being the full proper and adequate 
ſubietJ of the Cfſice of Extharge, The ſoueraięnty ot the 
Prince and State, having beene euer eſtecmced faine 
and vaine im the forme and Valuation of monyes ; 
il the evaterials, and the ſupply thereof ſhould bee at the 
pleaſure of others; As heere it hath lately beene at the 
plealute of fore few Goldſmiths, and accidemially 
brought to the Mint, whenno offer of gaine did with. 
drawe their ſupplie. Aud for the price; that is alwaies cer. 
taine, though dependent vpon the Prince his ſtandard 

Bullion not like other merchandiſe, according ro more 
or {ew buyers, plentie or ſcarcity, or the vſe or diſuſe 
thereof, or other accidents ring er falling in price ; but 
alwaies hauing one certaine and on changeable value and 
rate: eccording to the weight and fineneſſe thereof, viz. 
That for gold and filver Bullion tm forreme (pectes or other, 
there be gen alte, and the ſame quantity of cold or filter 
Corned cquiualent weight for weight. The ſeller onely aba- 
ung the Ceinage and price of Exchange, Both which are 
to be zaxed by the aut beritte of the Prince, or lawes of the 
State, as in this particular they are by his AMaic ſlies In- 
dentures of the Mint : And ofthe Excherge, And the laſt 


1. H. v. c. being likewiſe according to Act of Parliament there- 


of made with much temper thereunto, 
Fourthly, Ner will any I hope be much prejudiced 
with the mormures and complaints of fore few exchan- 
ine Goldſmiths, whoſe a/arped and abuſed Trade is here- 
by cut off, ſince (the premiſes conſidered) this will 
appeate to all to be but the power and practiſe of thoſe 
few (not many more then n perions )and their pre- 


| vaile- 


To THz READER 
vailement with the reſt of the company, vpon falſe ſug- 


of prejudices, neither granted nor claimed; 
— it wilbe impoſſible to Agne, or ſhew, how or 
herein the trus Galaſiniih receiues prejudice, when 
he is not barred from buying, ſelling, or doing any 
thing that euer did or doth- belong to their trades, or 
euer was vſed or practiſed but by thoſe tew,who leauing 
off their proper trade of Goldſmithrie,and contrary to their 
Charter, ate vnduely become Exchangers, Interlopers 
betwixtthe Merchant and the Mint, And neruders - 
ors ug his Maieſties Regalities, to the loſſe of his 
ieſtie in the profit of his Coynage, and Exchange; 
And generall prejudice of the Realme, by the opportunity 
they haue had and ptactiſed from hence, of being the 
ſole inflraments of exportation of gold and filver to the 
ſtrangers, The ſorters and cullors out of all the weighti- 
eſt of his Maicſties coine, which they haue tranſported 
or moulien downe, occaſioning hereby the great fearcity 
of fiber menyes, aud the ftanding fill of the Aint for ſil- 
ver monyes euer ſince xj®® of the late King, and by 
both a decreaſe of the trade and imployment of the ſub- 
ject, And by all a impencriſoment and defiruttion of 
the Realme. 

And now preſuming the indifferent and vnpartiall 
will (at leaſt) withhold his cenſures, vntill euery alle. 
gation againſt the office ſhall be vpon particular exa- 
mination, cleered and reſo/aed; I deſiring, their like pati- 
ence of perufall, proceed to make maniteſt, 

Firſt, His Maieſties iegali right therewnto. 

Secondly, the can/es of bus Maieſties, now reſuming the 

ſame 
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[ ame and therein the connezience thereof and then to touch 

the forme of proceeding and debatements lud in bringing 
the ſame to reſolution, trom all which, ſatisfatHow is hum- 
bly preſented, vpon what ft, weighty, and conſider able 
reaſons his Maieſtie hath reflored to his Crowne, and 
reſumed CaunrvuRuors, or his Office ol Exchange 
Royall, 


He right and Prerogatiue of Exchange of 
Bullion, hath alwaies beene a flower of the 
Crowne, and part othis Maieſties anci- 
ent Reuenue, A maine part of Regalty , 
and mark of Soucraignty , For the power 
of Mintage or Coynage, being as it were but namen 
mere, an emptie and vaine title when the Materials as 
Bulton was miniſtred and brought thether onely at the 
curteſie of others. The Kings of this Realme haue 
therefore alwaies enioyed , and continued this prero- 
gatiue of Excbange , as from the vtmoſt Extancie of 
Record, may appeare. 

Henry the firſt therefore made a Law, Ouod nullus [it 
auſus cambire denarios niſi Monetarius Regis , conioy- 
— one perſon both the offices of Fxchanger: and 
Mafter worker of his Moneys , which the excellent 
Kings ſueceeding preſerued, as a flower of the Crowne, 
though in diſtin and deuided Offices, vntill that about 
the beginning of Henry the 6. they came againe to bee 
conioyned. ; 

In the raigne of Richard the firſt, Guido de Pee, had 
and exerciſed the office of Exchange, | 
B King 


—— — —— 
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King Jobn in Annoprime, for the conſideration of 
1700l, comitted to Hugs Cycell, Combi totius Anglia: 
And in Aue . per Communem Confihium , Ordinances 
being made an expreſſe Article was prohibiting all o- 
ther to make any exchange of money or ſiluer, but at 
the Kings Exchange. 

Henry the third in the Sixt yeare of his Raigne wrote 
to the Seabins and men of Jpree, That he Aſſenſa Conſily 
had made proclamation, That no Engliſh man or o- 
ther ſhould make Exchange but onely at his Exchange 
at London and Canterbury. 

According whcreunto for the ſum of 3000. Matks, 
he farmed out his Exchange; Anne 6. to Andrew Buc- 
kerill, Anno 9. to Encrard, Anne 35. to Bartbolmew 
Caſtiliow, 

The place where the Kings Exchange was kept at 
this time, was by Paules, aud gaue name to the 
ſtreet called the Old change, but in Euidence the 
Old Excbange, 


Edward the firſt had his Exchanger with Prohibition 
that none elſe ſhould vſe it, rer Rock had it ann 8. 
And for eaſe of Merchants that imported Bullion, he 
cauſed tables of Exchanges to be ſet vp at ſeuetal places. 

The Goldſmiths Charter; Aue 1. Zam: the firſt, 
makes mention that the Goldſmiths then by their peti- 
tion declared z That whereas heretofore no Merchant 
Engliſh or Stranger hath vſed to bring into this Land 
no manner of money forged, but onely Plate of Silver 
to make Exchange with our Coyne. By which of the 
Goldſmiths owing ing a I, Thatall im- 
ported Silver (which then of right was onely Plate of 


Silver 
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Silver) was to be carried — the Kings Exchange; And 
neither the Goldſmiths nor the Goldimithrie heere is 
mentioned for Silver imported, Secondly, it is to bee 
obſerued; That the Exchange was to be made with his 
Maieſties Coyne, viz, by giving currant Coyne pre- 
ſently for it. 

When divers Goldſmiths about 7.Edw : t 
intruded vpon the Kings Officers, and would buy Gold 
and Siluer for the Mint, A Proclamation was made to 
the Contrarie, Commanding all ſellers to goe ad Cam- 
bium Regis, In his time anno 5.william Hanſfterd was Ex- 
changer, and ann 18. Roger de Frowict. 

The like Prohibition was aſſenſa Conſdij by Proc la- 
mation vpon paine of impriſonment and fortciture of 
all Au xxv, Ed. the third, vpon like preiudice offered 
to the Kings profit then, having farmed out his Ex- 
changes, as Nano xxviij. to Wickingham: Anno 35. to 
Guiden : Anno 40. to Sd. Ine. And Tables of Exchanges 
were erected at Dower, Canterbury and other Ports of 
the Kingdome, 

Rex per A ſenſ um Conſily ſui Ordineoit Quod Excam- 
biam Monet a (ne tam auri quam arg enti penes ipſ um rewa- 
neant vnde proclumari frcit quod nullus Ex canbium aut 
venditionẽ monet a fariat clam vel palam niſi per ipſum re- 
gem ad ilum Depusuũ (ub pana impriſonements C- Ami 
ſeonis Montte predifte. Claus de Anno xxv. 

On0d nullus Commune C ambium teneat, nec aliquodpro- 
ficunn de codem percipiat ſub pana forisfattur a, monet s ic 
Cambiata Excepis Cambias are Regis iuxta formam Statuti 
Anne xxv, Ed: 3. Claus de An xxix. indor ſo. ud. fimiliter. 
Statutes of money made at Vork. ix. Ed. 3. Cap. 2. Hem, 
that no falſe money bee brought into our Realme or 

B 2 elle- 
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elewhere within out power vpon paine of forfeiture 

of ſuch money, Prouided alwaycs, That all manner of 

people of what Realme or Dominion _ of, may 
p 


ſafely bring to the Exchange and to no elſe, Bulle. 


on, Siluer in plate,nveſſell of Siluer and all manner money of 


filner,of what value tocuer it be, ſo that it be no falſe mo- 
ney and ſterling counterſeit, and there they ſhall receive 
good and conuenient Exchange. 

Cap.7. tem That the Tables of Exchange, ſhalbe 
at Dover, and in other places, where and when it ſhall 
pleaſe vs, and your Counſell to make Exchanges ; And 
that the Wardens of ſuch Tables, ſhall make ſuch Ex- 
changes, by the Teſtimony of Controuler, which we 
ſhall put to them, | 

Money, Plate, or veſſell, intended or purpo- 
ſed to bee exported, or Counterfeit ſterling imported, 
being to be by that State, forſeited, The ſorſeitures 
were to be deliuered to the Exchanges by Indenture 
whereby the VVardens may be charged. Cap. 9. 

Exchanges ſhalbe ordained in good Townes, accor- 
ding as ſhall ſeeme beſt to our ſoveraigne Lord the 
King,for the profit of him and his people. And that ic 
ſhalbeordained in certaintic, what ſhalbe giuen in Ex- 
change for euery peece of gold. xviij. Edw. 3. It ſhall 
be lawfull for cuery man to gold tor ſiluer, or 
ſiluet for gold, or for gold and ſiluer gold, fo that no 
man hold no Exchange, nor take no profit, for ma- 
king ſuch Exchange vpon payne of forfeiture of the 
money ſo exchanged; Except the Kings — 
who takes profit, according to the Ordinance before 
made. un 5. C. 2. 


All 
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All Merchants priuie and Strangers, may ſaſely 
bring within your ſaid Realme and lands. Plate of fil- 
ver, and Billets of geld, And all other manner of gold, 
or all money of Gold or ſilver to our Bullion or to 
our Exchanges which wee ſhall doe ordaine at our Sta- 
ples and elſewhere. Taking there money of our Coyne 
of gold or filuer Couenable to the value, xxvij. Ed. 3. 
Cap:14. 

Richard the III. continued the farme of Bullion as ap- 


peareth by. his graunt to © Saliibury and others; with « Ro-. Fin. ar 
Proclamation vpon paine of forfeiture, that none elſe: 


ſhould vſe it. 
Henry the IIII. granted out the Office of Exchange, 
aun 1. And anus ix. prohibited all other but his owne 


Exchanger. 


Statut. ix. H. v. c. 2. 


Henry the Vd graunted The Xing ſhall dee to bee or- 
out this Office, aun 11, dayned bis Exchanges of Gold 
to e Ledowick jobs; with «14 Silver in the Citie of Len- 
Prohibition of all b others: V and elſembere, in the 


And by Indenture, anno ix. Realms for the caſe of his pee. 6 Paten 


| ple, Which ſhall bee bolden in anne 2. pars 2. 
Conſtiruced 4 Patefley 41, laces in bigb Streets ; wn. Brom. 


Citizen and Goldſmith And that a# they which wil * . 
his Exchanger with ſeve- come to the T ower of Londo1L,, no ix, Dol. 
rall Covenants ; And for there te bane money new Ce- . 


the Out- Ports, and other , they ball bane money of 
parts of the Realme from (one, and thereof ſhall 
renden: There" was Come- bee dehuered Within Eight 
; 4 r dayes according to the true Yao 
miſſu directa tufticiarys de lac paying the (nage. eAnd 
eAſ1iſa per Tei Anl. thar they Which tn mr goers 
im Þ 2 the 


/ 


: . 


— 
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im ad Communicandum & the Tower but thereeſ bee deli. 


ir iflandum cum quibus Cur #&7ed at the Exchanges, ſhe 
que legys qui officium Cam. pay for the Exchange aſter the 
by Niete Regis babere oF wd l, Fen) for the Noble, 
occupare voluerit. patent. de — Seignotage OY» 
anno 19. part.2, me. 8. 


Cap. 4. Item, That they which ſhal! bee wardews, 
Sarveyors,and miniſters of Excbaxges out of the Tower, 
ſhall bee holden and bounden to bring all their Gold 
and Silver, which they ſhall receive by way of Ex- 
change,or Buy, by colour of their Office vnto the Tow. 
er, there to be moulten and made into Coyne, in aug- 
mentation & increaſe of the money for the profic of the 
Realme and eaſe of the people, without being ſould, a- 


liencd, or put to anyother vſe. 


Barthelmew Goldbeater was Exchanger by Indenture 

Rot Parl. at the time of the Demiſe of Hen. ch, who = was com- 

au. H. vj noſtr. maunded notwirhſtanding the voydance of his Inden- 

* ture, by the Kings death to continue the Exerciſe of 

that office (as the Record ſaith) to the Profit of the King 

: — and people; and vpon ſupplication of allowance for 

25. waſte, was allowed for Exchange Penis balfe-peme per 
Dori Claud Noble. Aﬀter whoſe death the ſaid Office by Lerrers 

e 


de. cod. anno 
menb ze. Patents and Indenture, was grannted vnto 


4 Claul. de uſſe Citizen and Ieweller, to haue Inxtaformi & effe- 
— 2 ain. gam Indeuturar d. Anno xxiiij.< Robert Mans field was 
V:d..ar; 1, made Exchanger by Letters Patents and Indenture. 
H. vj cap. 1. & Anno xxvij. d Richard Tunſtall. In all which Inden- 
tures, the C'ovenants are gronnded vpon, and purſue 


the 


2. H. v. cap. 
I, 


(7 
the Proviſions of the Acts aboue mentioned of aun ix. 
Hen. v. Capit. 2. & 4. 


Edward the IIII. i the 
viij. of his Raigne, . 
ordayne a williem Lor 
Hoſings, Maſter and WOr- ele 4 Patent de 
ker ot his money, &c. And ſmiths, for augmentation and — pars, 
Keeper of all manner of amending of Coine or Plate: 

Changes and Ontchanges im . Bug not feſel toany per. 
the Tewer of London, Realme ſen Silaer alayed, And that 
of England, i of Calls no Goldfmith ſell no fine ſiluer 


ner any ſiluer allayed ts any per- 
and marches of the ſave, to ſou mbatrſbeucr. 2 one Gold- 


haue to himiclte and De- ſmith ro another. 
puties according to his let- 
ters Patents and Inden- 
tures, In anno xxij, Þ Bar- 


thelmew Read Citizen and 


Statut. 4. Hen,vij.caps, 
No fine ſilner to be allayed 


By Proclamation 5 « Ed, vi. 
thu fhlatute of 3. Hen. vij. Pat. de cod. 
( which expreſly ratifies and Ha 3. m. 


Goldſmith of London, e the . of 25, Ed. * 


3. ordermed for Exchanges fn. 
had the ſame office by let pra) i commanded ts be put 
tets Patents and Inden- „ prccarion, 


ture. 


Richard the III. granted Aud is the 4d AB. E. 
this Oſßhce to en Ke. lic. 15. for reformation f. 
his Secretary, wich Procla- 2 38 ks 
a IL 14 e are 
1 nominated diſuntlinely and by 
Proclamation of 47, E liz, ths 
And thus all the reigne of Aft of 2 5. 247. 5 T May, e. 
Hen. the vij. * it was conti- Exchanges is enionned to bee 
nued, and ſo along vntill dh ebd. 


the Note 


| 


| 


| 


: J 


r 
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» 
thelooſe times of Henry the 
vi1j, vpon occaſion of his 
baſe moneys ( whereupon 


no conſtant Exchanges 
could be made ) made way 


ro the Enchrochmene of 


the Goldſmiths ws as the 
right worthy Sir Robert Cu- 
ton hath obſerued ) bawing 


of late in oar times caſt off 


their proper Trade of Gizld- 
ſmithery, are become unduly 
to the Kings preiudice the 
Maſters and Commanders 
hereby of the Kings Mint. 
And ſo by ſetting themſelucs 
in the ſoncraignes dig nitie, 
bring the King tobe waged 
and ſet on worte by his mne 
ſubiefts, Contrary to the 
e e be times 
in tis ſlate. Aud to the 
practiſe of the wiſeſt and grea 
teſt Princes in forreine parts. 
The Exchange of Coineor 
emption of Bullion being 
almoſt in all neighboring 
ſtates Officiuam pablicum , 


And in the power and do- 
nation of Princes none be- 
ing at liberty to exerciſe 

[eſtat, 


Niete that this Ad. 25. 
Ed. 3. made for Exchanges, 
mentioned in the Indentures of 
the Kings, with their Exchan- 
$774 : 4949.28, Ed. 3. Wicking- 

am, ix. H. v. ts Pateſly, x. 
Heu. &. to Miliam Ruf, xxiiij. 
ro eManſfield, wxexvj to Ten- 
all viij. Ed. 4. % M. L. Ha. 
fhergs, xxij. to Reed, In all 
which and in all other paden- 
tures of this Office the King ex. 
preſly conenants to Proclaume : 
That none ot her hold ary com. 
mou Exchange or take profit, 
T his Stat, being alſo Proclas. 
wed ix, H. v. mem. 6 
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[ eftar. de changeiur, but by facultie from the Prince, And 
with Relation to his Mynts. 


By all which «44s of Parliament, Charters Procla- 
wations cleered and interpreted by the Letters Patrats, 
4 Indentares , and the vninterrupted ptactile and cx- 
ereiſe of that Cffice for many hundred of yeares, Is 
made moſt euident. 


1. That the Exchange or buying of Bullion belongs 
to his Maieſtie /are ſucceſſionu, by right deri- 
ued from his Anceſtors Kings of England: as 

art ol his ancient Right and Reuenue: And 
ikewiſe Jure comceſrioms, by Grants and Eſta- 
bliſhments of ſeuerall As of Parliament, 


2. That it is no part of the Goldſmiths trade to buy 
or exchange Bullion; or lawfull to any other 
to trade Gold or ſiluer Merchantwiſe, to 
make profit thereof, laue onely to his Maieſties 
Exchanger. 

3. That the Exchange was deuided and ſeuered 
from the Mynt, or Bullion: And that diuers 
places of Exchange were bothin London and 
elſewhere out of the Tower, 


And to conclude the point of his Maieſtics /egal/ inter. 
eft in the Exchange of Bullion, the Charter of the 
Goldſmiths expreſſely both warrants his Maicfties 
Right, and ſhewes that they had no libertie to buy a- 
any Gold os Siluer, but with reference to be made 
and conuerted into _ As more particulaily will 

be 
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be explained in Anſweare to ſome legall pointes of 
their petition made to the Lords of his Maieſties 
moſt Honorable Priuy Councell. 


By all which, though it doth euidently appeare, 
That the Exchange of Bullon neither euer was, nor now 
is, any part Or branch of the Goldſmiths trade zto which 
by his ſervice and freedome he is entituled. Neverthe- 
leſſe it may not ſeeme altogether vnuſctull to Collect 
the ſame like wile from the points enſuing. 


That this is intimated in the very name of Gold- 
ſmithrie, importing a menufaftury or handy craft: 
they being 4wri-fabri, not ,Anriempores, or Auri den- 
ditores. 


That by che old Ordets of the Companie of Gold- 
ſmiths. It was required as a proofe of his skill and ſuf- 
ficiencie, That euery one before hee was made free was 
to make a peece of Plate or other worke called his A- 

feer-peece, without which hee was refuſable : but it was 

neuer heard they were examined vpon their skill in for- 
reine Coynes or ſeuerall goodneſſes of Gold or Sil- 
ver. 


That within theſe 60. yeares laſt paſt ; The Gold- 
ſmiths· row in Cheape or Goluſmithtie, was all inhabited 
by the working · Goldimitha, euery Shop hauing his 
worke-houſes neceſſary for the ſeuerall vie of their 
Trades. 


That 
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* 


That the commonaltie or generalitic of the Com- 


pany, doth neither pretend vnto, not know what be- 
longs to the skill or cunning of the Exchanges, nor ate 
acquainted or ptactiſed in the values or fineneſſes of for- 
reine Species : And as within theſe 30. yeares laſt paſt 
there were few or none: So at this time there are not 
many more then tenne perſons who to any purpoſe are 
skiltull or traders in forreine Coynes, 


That it is lawfull, for any Book-binder, Merchants 
man or other perſon whatſoguer,being tree ot any other 
Company: To ſet vp as an Exchanging Goldſmith ; 
which ſhewes that to bee no part ot the Trade : And 
vpon ſome remonſtrances vnder the hands of the Com- 
monaltie, it will bee made appeare, that they haue diſ- 
claymed this Exchanging miſtery eyther to bee part of 
their trade z or the Exchangers of right to haue any 
thing to doe in their Company. 


And laſtly, if this Exchanging had been part of the 
Goldimiths true and ancient Trade, it would haue bin 
vſed by them time out of minde as appertayning to 
their Trade z Whereas contrariwiſe it moſt evidently 
appeares, That many Goldſmiths in the Raignes of ſe- 
verall Kings did exerciſe this buſineſſe of Exchange, 
and buying and ſelling of Bullion, Not by reaſon of 
their trades, but by vertue of Leiters Patents from the 
Kings ot this Realme, and that without oppoſition or 
pretention of any other of their Company thereunto. 
Thus ulli Salisbary Goldſmith was Exchanger, 1. 

C 2 Tic. 1. 
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Ric. 1. Aub Patifley ix. Hen. v. William Ruſſe 2. Hen. vi. 
harthalmem Read, xx4. Edw. the 4. and others, By all 
which is apparently ſhewed. The exchanging of gold 
and filuer to be no part of the Goldimiths trade or to 
belong onto them. And by conſequence that by the Of. 
fice they ate not reſtrained or debarred from any lawſull 
benefit or vic of their Trades, 


Cuar. 2. 
The Cauſes of his Maieſties now reſuming the Ex- 
change of Bullion, 


Beſides the more general —＋ jurs 1 22 


Canſe moving bis ,' debuas a us ſubſtrahantur 
to eme the Exchange quatenus rite po te imus manu te- 


of Bullion, which was,* to — . . 


preſerue the rights ot his 
Crowne and revenue , 
Some ſpeciall Motines ſceme 
is bane herne raiſed, from 
theſe eAbuſes and errors , 
which ſuch of theGoldſmiths 
as became Exchangers hene 
pradiiſed, whereby they bane 
greatly. exbanfled the Ad- 
wey of the Realmie , and 


que tuerint ad Statum debirum te- 
nocanda nec non ad impugnatores 
eorund am mtium ncftrorum tefræ- 
nandos, Et prot convenit juxra 
eorundem demerita puniendos co 
ſtudioſius nos decet opet am adhi · 
bers & ſolicitius extendere manum 
noſtram quod ad hoc vinculo 1ra- 
ment teneti aignoſc imur & aſttin- 
gi plureſque conipicimus jurd ills 
pro viribus impugnare. 

Regiſt brevium. Ad iura Regis. 
fol.6 146, 


depraved and cnſerbled the refidne. And u the Procla- 
mation at colourably bas truely ipeakes, Theſe Exchan- 
gers aue from hence growne vnto that /cemtion(mes, 
That ibey bauc for divers yeares preſumed for their private 

f Lucar 


(r3) 
Lara and geine and daily doc preſume to fort and weigh all 


ſorts of moneyes curram within our Realme, tothe end is 


Call ont all the Old and new moneyes which eyther by not 
Wearing or any other accident are weightier then the reſt, 
which weightieſt and beſl monyes haue not onely bin molten 
downe, for the making of Plate weſſell and other manuf«- 
fares, but even Traded and ſould te Merchant ſtran- 
gets and others who haue tranſported the ſame , whereby 
the Conſumption of our Coynes hath bin greatly occaſioned. 
Not onely to the ſcarcitie of Carr ant moneyes, eſpecially of 
Siluer Coyne, bat alſs to the great depravation and enſec- 
bling of the Remainder of our Silver moneyes mt exported 
or conſumed by the abuſes and practiſes aforeſayd. and 
10 the Raiſing of the Silver even of our owne Alonecyes to 4 
Rate and price ab one our Mynt, and alone what they are 
traciy Currant for. By reaſon wheresf” no Silver can bee 
bronght thither but to the loſſe of ſuch as bring the ſame, 
Contrary to the Lawes and Poticie of our Realme, and of di- 
vers atts of Parliament, and of late Proclamation in that 


caſe provided and publiſhed. The longer permiſsion of all + 


which would wot oncly redownd to the impeachment of our 
Prerogatine Royal : but doth direchiy tend to the imporve- 
riſhment and deftr wition of our Reaime's, 


Now that the Exchanging Goldſmiths haue had by 
the Advantage of their Exchanging, the Oppor tunitie 
of being the maine Sorters and Cullers of the weigh- 
tieſt moneyes, and haue fold and moulten downe 
the lame, is convinced; 


C 3 1. From 
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1. From the Conviftien of the Merchant. Stran- 
gers and others in the Star. chamber; The Exa- 
mination of the Goldſmiths, and their Bookes 
being the maine proofe againft them : Since all 
or the greateſt part they exported, was bought 
of the Exchanging Goldſmith. 


2 That his Maieſtie found this vpon Examination, 
as is Expreſſed and declared in the Proclama. 
tion of ix, King Lam xs made againſt Melting 
or Conveying out of the Kings Dominions 
of Gold or Silver coyned or currant in the 
lame, 


3 That it is notorionſly knowne that it hath for this 
1 30. yeates and / pwards bin the vſuall courſe 
j of Exchanging Gold{miths, to make their 

prentiſes and ſeruants, euery morning to runne 
trom ſhop to ſhop , to enquire aiter and buy 
vp all weighty and heauy Gold at any over 
price, all which they haue ſold to Daichmen 
& others to be uaniported to their Mints: And 
euer ſince the Proclamation of the xj. of the 
1 laid — (Vhich enhanſed the gold, whereby 
the proſit was turned vpon the ſiluet.) They 

haue ptactiſed and ſtill doe practiſe to cull and 
lort out all weighty and heauy moneys which 
4 they have fold for furniſhing the Mynts of 


Holland, and of the Eaſt-countries : witneſſe 
the pieces of Thirteene-pence halfepenics, Old 
ſhillings of Elzab#th, Nine-pence and foure- 


pence 
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pence hallepeny pieces being weighty monies, 
whereof none are now to be met withall. 


4. That hereby they haue raiſed the price of ſiluer by 

degrees, to 2.4 per ounce aboue the value of 

the Mint, the immediate conſequence whereof 

hath bin the ſt inding ſtill ot the Mint for ſiluer 

Moneyes euer ſince the xj. of King James, to 

the great ſcarcity of filuer Monieszthe decreaſe 

of trade and imployment of the ſubie ct both 
which are moued by plentie of money. 


5. That it is notoriouſly know ne, that ſiluer weighty 
moneys are by certaine perſons that run vp, & 
downe to ſhopkeepers and others, vnder pre- 
tence of Exchanging — gathered and ſor- 
ted together; And fold by the Ounce to bee 
moulten downe to make plate off. 


All which præmiſes conſideted, It is a thing of no 
great maruaile though Melchior wink late Mynt- 
maſter of Amſterdam, amongſt many other of his 
ſervices to that ſtate gaue in a memoriall of his gai- 
ning them, Lx. u. l per an, by melting downe En- 
eli come which gaine Argues an immenſe ſumme 
to haue bin moulten downe, 


For reſtitution of which Right to the Crowne, and 
to reforme and ſtop the further continuance of theſe and 
ſuch like abuſes, tending to the dimunition and depra- 
ving of Engliſh Coyne, and procuring the ſcarcitie of 
money 


| 
| 
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money eſpecially of Silver hath his Maicſty beene plea- 
ſed to Reſume and Re eſtabliſh, the Office of his Ex- 
change Royall. 


Cnar. 3. 
Of the Conrveniences of the Office of Exchange. 


The Policie and Lawes of this Realme, haue alwaics 
aymed at and intended The increaſe and augmentation 
of Money; moſt eſpecial y that of Silver : And this di- 
uers wayes. 


x. Firſt, by procuring the Importation of Bnllion, 
and to this end haue entorced the Exporter of 
Staple Coma odities, to returne ſome proportio- 
nall part of Bullion; as 14.Edw.3.cap.21. Two 
martes ſilvet for Sacke of Wooll: or that 
Wooll, woolfels and Tynne ſhould bee ſould for 
ready money. Euery Sarpler of Wooll of the va- 
lue of t2. Maikes, to make good tothe Mynt ſixe 
pound of Bullion, 


2. Secondly, by preſeruing it aſwell in iu kinde 
by prouiding againſt Exportation * and the mel- 
. — make Plate or other Manufa- 
tures ol b: And if any monies thorough time or 
or other ptactiſe, became vncurrant, then the ſame 
to be converted into Money againe, and not bee 
diverted from Coyne <, 


4 That none ſhould giue a 
the Rate of che Mynt: 
For 


3. Laſtly, by providi 
price for Bullion 


* 
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For it is not to be expected that any Bullion either 
of Gold or filver ſhal euer be brought to the Mint, 
when the Owner niay haue a greater price, then at 
the Mynt, eyt be tranſported, or to be Con- 
verted to make Plate or other things of. This a- 
gree ing likewiſe with the Policie of Spain , which 
though it bee the Spring and fountaine from 
whence the greateſt ſtreames of ſiluet haue beene 
derived into other parts, yet an ounce of ſilver 
there will alwaics yeeld the ſeller fix pence or one 
Real i more at the Mint, then to be fold to any o- 

ther for purpoſe whatſoever , concurring 

likewiſe with the practiſe of other States. 


Plentie of Money being then the Marke or Ame by 
approachment wherevnto, or declination from whence 
the conveniencie ot inconueniencie of the office of Ex- 
change muſt be judged. And theſe the ſubordinate 
meanes to obtaine the ſame, directed and leuelled to 
that end by diuers acts of Parliament, The next En- 
quirie is, vl. ether theſe ends may not more probably 
be attained by the due exerciſe of the Office, Then by 
ſill permitting the promiſcuous buying and felling of 
Bullion, and a common Trade and Trafhquing in it, 
And this by way of compariſon, 


1. The Goldſmiths haue beene found to be the ſole in- 

ſtruments of Exportation, and a moſt neceſſarie 

and effectuall meanes thereunto, without whoſe mi- 
| niſtery the weightieſt or beſt moneys, or Bullion of 
gold and ſiluet could not bee got together Þ ro Fe Precle, 4. 
the opportunity of — but theſe - Jeb. 16. Iac. 
| chan- 


9. Ed. 3. e 7. 
& 9. H. 5. c. . 
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changing Goldſmiths being taken away, the tranſ- 


porters cannot be ſitted, gr their turnes ſerue d. and 
fo che tranſportation vfl decreaſe + But the Office 
of his Maieſties Exchange, is to aſſemble and ga- 
ther together the waterials of Mymtage, & the ſame 
to deliucr to the Mynt, there to bee coyned for in- 
creaſe of money, and this by the reſtimony © of a 
Controuler of the Exchange appointed thereunto 
by his Maicſtie, 


2. The Goid{miths culls and ſorts likewiſe out, the 


weighty Monies from time to time, and melts them 
downe, or (cls them to bee moulten downe to be 
conuerted to Plate, and tot diuers othet vſes. The 
Exchange / neither Culls nor ſorts, nor will permit 
any ſuch culling or ſorting, but will haue an eye 
heteunto, as well becauſe it occafions the overpri- 


les of Silver : as alfo becauſe they hereby continue 


an vnlawtull trading of Coyne to his preiudice. 


3. The Goldſmith hath hereby occaſioned the price of 


ſiluer to riſe by degrees to 204 per aunce aboue the 
value of the Mynt : The effect whereof hath beene 
the ſtanding till of the Mynt : And the raiſing of 


the price of Plate from time to time; And the cul- 


ling and melting downe of his Maieſties Coine , 
But the Exchanger neither can nor will doe any of 
theſe, And all theſe abules, proceeding onely from 
the Exchanging Gold/muhs will ceaſe, when their v- 
ſurped Trade ſhall be taken from them, and they 
no longer permiteed their Exchanging without 
which they wil not be accommodated for cheſe pra- 
ctiles. k 


Now 


tt... — — — mt. 
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Now though the auvydance of theſe pernitious 
courſes,tending to the impoueiiſhment and deſſruction 
of the Realme, be a good and conueniencie ſufficient to 
periwade and maintaine the reſumption of tus ffart-vp 
trade, and the vietulnes of the Office: Vet the due ex- 
ecution of the c ſſice, and the parts incident therevnto 


vy ill be turthet beteficiall to the Realme. 


1. 
1. By publike Tables to be ſer e by the Exchanger Ioportitioa 
wil be made knowne, therig 
reine Coynes to ours. And this will direct the mer» 
chant to fell our comodir'es to the juſt price, which 
will advance the ftocke of the Kingdome, and cauſe 
importation of Coyne and Bullion, 


2. Zy the true and cettaine value and tate ſet vppon all 
forreine Coines and Ballin, the Merchant will 
driue a mote Certaine trade then hererofore ; For p 
being ſure to receive his ready mony for his Bullion 
at his returne, and being before ivformed of the 
true rates, this cannot hkewiſc but incourage and 
aduance the Importation, 


3. The traveller inwards, or whoſoeuer is owner of a- 
ny forreine Coines in any the out part or place of 
landing, having occafion of currane moneys, muſt 
take the pleaſure of the buyer to hisexceeding great 

leffe, for particuler men will not dealt with vn- 

knowne Coynes bur vpon certainty of cxceeding 
gaine; Purthe depaties here muſt vive the ſull va- 
— will lkewiſe further the lu portarion, 


D 2 1. The 
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Repeal 1. The Exchanging Goldſmith being put by, by the 
hindered. Execution of chis Office, the ——ů— and 
means of Exportation being cutt off, The Export 

it (elte will ceaſe, or be much diminiſhed. . 


2, NMoneyes promiſcuouſly currant are not 
table, but the weighty and culled moneyes : Bur 
the Exchanging Goldſmith, the Culler and Sor. 
ter of theſe being cut off, The Export will like- 
wile thus be diminiſhed. 


3. The Exchanger and his Deputies in all the Ports 
will haue an eye to the execution of the Lawes and 
Ordinances againſt Exportation, whole bettet ex- 
ecution will much prevent carrying out of alien. 


4+ Forreyne Coynes in the out Ports and heere, are 
kept and pteſerued to ſetue the occafion of the 
Travailer, or Merchant outwards, but bought by 
the Exchanger, are forthwith cutt in peices. And 
cannot bee exported but are Conuerted into his 
Maieſties Coynes. 


5+ Lightned and vncurrant Coynes of Gold bought 
by the Goldimith, are eyther ſold to be tranſported 
or moulten downe, being the beſt moneyes for 
theſe purpoles : («A's theſe wherern the Coynage 7s 
ſaued) But ſold to the Exchanger, are in the pre- 
ſence of the ſeller cut in _ , And re-conuerted 
into Coyne, whereby the ſtocke of money doth 


not d p 
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The Advancement of his Maieſties proſit in the _. 
Mynt is a conſequent to all: For all Bullion comming Auge 


to the Exc 
carried to the 


Charge the Exchanger with the gaillon bought by him, 
and muſt not bee ſoſd or aliened to any other vie ; Vn- 
leſſe his Maieſtie or the State ſhall thinłe fit to licenſe 
ſome determinate quantitie to be (old vpon promiſe to 
prouide the like quantitie againe from the parts be- 
yond che Seas, the immediate contract of the Ex- 
changer for In which caſe the Money of the 
Realme is not diminiſhed, But the Goldfimichs carry- 
ing Bullion t ynt is bat accidental} and at their 
pleaſures, ly then when the price of the Mynt 
exceeds the rate of any other for the ſame. This was the 
reaſon why before Gold was enhanſed 9. 1acob. they ſel- 
dome or neuer carried any to the Mynt, the Merchant 
giuing them a greater price for the fame. And cuer ſince 
that time, the proſit falling vpon Silver, They haue not 
carried into the Mynt any conſiderable quantitie of Sil- 
ver, by which the Mynt hath not only ſtood till for ſil- 
uet monyes, but by this and the exportation and mel. 
ting downe the Silver monyes, there is ſcarce ſiluet e- 
nough leit to driue the Trade of the Countrey, to the 
great hinderance and decay of Trade, to the leſſening 
the imployment and ſetting on worke of the Subiect. 
To omit that the remnant of the money of Silver arc 
fo by lightning depraued. That theſe which Run in pro- 

s payments wants neare ix J. tayle per centum of 
their juſt weight, 


D 3 Beſides 


es, is by Covenant and C ompulſa 471% hi, Atmeſ- | 
cs zand this by the teſtimony ol ries profir in | 
a Comtrowler appointed to overſee the ſame, and tothe t 
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Lc ſides theſe, wee may herein further conſider; That 
is a point of Honenr and Juſtice in the State: That 


tnere ſhould, be a certayne aud ind ariabie price = Bul- 


lion, forreqne or ther Uncwrrant Coynes, w 
may neither be ouerpriſed to the detriment ot the Cõ- 
mon-wealth, and all iuch as haue occaſion to vic any 
maniſacture wade of them: As like w iſe, that the Sub- 
icct be ſecined, ihat neither his Ignorance nor neceſſity, 
ſhould betray him to Deceit; But that there ſhould bee 
ordayned fer and fixed to the Ignoranr, as well as the 
$kiltull, ro him that is vrged by his occaſions, as well as 
to him that may ſotbeate ; a l and trgall price of 
Coyne or Bullzom, which can bee aſcertay ned no other 


way but by Re- erecting cambium Reg. 


But theſe Conſiderations will perhaps with ſome bee 
more prevalent, when they ſhall receive full ſatiſ- 
faction in the cleere ſolution of thole Dithculties, 
which by the Goldſmiths and others, both before 
his Maicſtie and the Lords of the Priuie Counſell. 
and elſe-where haue beene obiected, and oppoſed 
to the ſayd Office, in charging the ſame with pab- 
lique preiudices. which were theſe: 


eby they 


Obict, Artis 1. That the Office ſought to bee renewed, hath 


beene ſo long out of vie. That the ſudden al- 
reration will bee a great hindering to the Trade 
and vent of Cloath, which if it ptoue fo, will 
not eaſily bee reſtored though the Patent beo 
layd downe, And therefore without good 

aſſurance 
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aſſurance of the Event inconuenient to be put 
in Execution. 


Artis, 2. It will be a great meanes o hinder Impor- 
tation of di And by conſequence will 
cauſe tion of Gold and Silver, where - 
by both his Maicftie will be much prejudiced 
in the profits of his Mynt, and trade and com- 
merce much hindered. 


Arite, 5. By the Indenture betwixr the Kings Maieſtie 
and the Earle, it is mentioned, ihat the Exchen- 
ger (hall take onely tor the ſo much 
as ſhall be agreed betwixt him and the bringer 
in of Bulkew. So that it be not aboue the tate 
of j{ for the Nb of Gold or filuer which is a 
great burtben to the ſnporters and will be loſſe 
to the people in euery ounce of — which 
is in in the pound weight of gold xs. 
And the [ike prejudice will enſue A ſiluer, 
whereas the Goldimith doth ordinarily make 
his Exchange for 2.8. and leſſe in the pound 
weight, 


Artie, 6. It will be dangerous to the liues and States 


of Merchants that import Balla, to bo enſor- 
ced to bring it to one hand onely z by which 
meanes their imporiation ot in of torreine 
Countries may be reucaled. It being in moſt 
kingdomes Capitall or confilcationof goods 
to rt Bin. 


Theſe 
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Theſe are the Odiec on which haue beene wade 2 
gainft the Office as publikely inconuenient, aſwell by the 
Goldſmiths in their Petition to the Lords as others. 
To which though euery one from the-Precedent decla- 
tions may make cleere anſwere : And that it ought to 
ſufhce that hauing bin ſolemnely debated beſore his 
Maicſtie, ypon a long and full heating they haue beene 
reſolued: yet for the generall ſatisſaction, ſome part of 
what was anſwered to them may be repeated. 


To the firfl ; That it was not imaginable how the Office 

| could ſtop the vent of Cloth: Nor could bee 

aligned how or where in this trade ſhould here- 

by be endangered. And his Maieſtie propo- 

ſing to this obiection, it ſhould be declared in 

Indiaidus how or whetein this hinderance 

ſhould be occaſioned. Vpon Nikhil dicit the 

obiection vaniſhed, and was diſcharged, And 

ſince experience hath taught that the ſame 

was but as a phanſie preſented to a muſe, ſuch 

as could be diſturbed by generalites and con- 
cluſions. 


To the ſecond. "That being onely ge nerall, it fell off like- 
wiſe vpon the ſame reaſon, for want of their 
ſhewing how or which way the execution of 
the Othce ſhould either hinder the Import, or 
aduance the export of Ballon, or decreaſe his 
Maieſties profit inthe Mint, otherwiſe or in o- 
ther manner then as this followed from the en- 
luing Articles, 


Where- 


(25) 
Wherefore to the 5. Art. Containing the burthen of 


the i in the Noble to the Importer whence (ſay 
they) he wil be diſcouraged, is anſwereddiuers 


wayes. 


1. The being neither by the Lexters Patens 
nor the Proclamation reſtrained but at liberty to goe 
to ihe Mynt or to the Exchanges at his election, 
— him ſelſe grieued or at all diicouraged 
And for the j$ in the Noble, lo long as he receiues bene. 
fic and accommodation by the Exchange, the price of 
the Exchange, is due ot Luſtice Qu ſcneit cou en 
tire debet c an: The bencſits he tece iues thereby ate. 
r. The Importers. occaſion in the vſe and implo 
of ready money for paying of cuſtomes wages and other 
n ceſſaries is ſerued: 2. Hee obtiaines a more certaine 
courle of trade, when by the ate ſet and taxed hee 
knowes certainly what his torreine Species will yeeld 
him inſtantly vpon his arriuall without delay or diffi- 
cultie. ſince for theſe intents the Eurhanger main- 
taines ftocke-ſeruants and other incident charges, Di- 
mw oft aner art mercede ſas, EH qui ſentit oun« {entire 
acbet & cmd. 


Secondly, The taking of the j* per noble is not gran- 
ted (though by in. N. 3. cap. a. (as d ob. per 
noble by 1. H. c. cap 4.) but the ing thereof only 
reſtrayned : And in the Extent or Latitude allowed (of 


34per pound exchanged) The Exchanger(ſince the In- 
potter is free to goeto the Myny muſt guide himelie 
and 


— ſ — — — 
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and drine his Exc vpon ſuch reaſonable rates a d 
prices as may inuite the Merchunt vnto him. It being 
certaine that he will not come to the but go 
to the Mynt: vnleſſe his benefit and accommodation by 
the Exchange be made anſwetable to the price he giues 
for the ſame. 

Thirdly, His late Maieſtie having abated his Coyne- 
nage of gold by proclamation 4. #74yx=®*®-publiſhed a 
valuation of forreine Coine and Balis. And this was 
made by the aduice and with the good confent of Mer- 
chants called there vnto. And according as the ſame 
Species were by the {aid Merchants accepted of abroad, 
Intending as is likewiſe expreſſed in the fame Procla- 
mation, that theſe prices would invite the Merchants to 
bring in great tore of forreine and Bullion to 
the Mynt. With exprefſe prohibition, that none 
ſhould exceede theſe rates. The office notwithſtanding 
giues greater rates for euery ounce of Crowne gold or 
of 22. Carotis fine, hieb is there let at 3l. ci. the Ounce, 
There is giuen for it in Ingot at the Othee 3). 64, 84, 
the Ounce. And in ſpecies 3l. 6. 64. For Angels, and 
Spurrials in ſpecies 3l. laſ e though theſe are one 
quarter of a 21 4ine worſe ien Standaru: And io the office 

ets not ijd per xxſ. exchanged. And ſtay oſtem a moneth 

or the returne. And ſince that Proclamation, ſeconded 
by that ot the 5 February 16. ls, There hath bin 
no cauſe by alteration of the monyes, hy the prices 
well liked of then ſhould not pl And it is moſt 
— that the Goldſm — — 
for 21. pound For a not 
. the — locks: 2 
t 


| 


(27) 
then be a looſer by his trade {When hee doth ſoe, hee 
make vvſe of the Backe, and payes him on- 
ly wich his owne at the dcliuery bot of the Tower: Bot 
the Goldſmiths rates are, according to the $kilfulnes 
or neceſſ y of the (eller; vpon which he will be jure to 
make his ad farr greater profir. And as to the 
luſſ: wppoledro t ot x.4. per pound 
of God. — — chat the ſubicct 
il, rece mes wore at i c Office, then ſtom the 


open "2 
and ar fi ſt there receive the full value of his Coyne or 
zan Winch thing how advantagious it is tothe 


hwpic or neceſſous, may calily be apprehended. | 


And to the 6..Article; Implying matter of danger to be 
raiſed to the . 2 diſcovery Ne 
Othce. Though it bee vpon a 

ſuppoſall, that hee is conſtrained to catry his 
Bales into one mans hand, whereas be is free 
to carry the ſame to the Mynt at his Election: 


| Yerfor further anſwere, & & plaiwe: 


. The Merchant is more ſecured by a fwome of 
any Goldſmirbs Servant who 
his Maſter, And the diſcoverie t 


feed 


more eaſie as Hae Difcherers more, tle euftend a 
bo moieties found out; Nor can this bee 
— 1 no Experience ſhewes, that everfrom 
Maieſties minifters when they executed this Office 
any danger arrived, though at thoſe times mm 
m 


(28) 
from forreine parts for Exportation were as ſevere and 
fri as at this preſent, | 
2. No man can ſay, that a Merchant or his Factot 
bringing Species to the was the Janportey; 


ſince heete they may vie one anothers name & ſervants: 
No more then it can be concluded, That pieces of viij. 
Reals, or French Erownes, or Fiftolets imported, came 
from Spine or Franc, fince theic may and doe come 
from diuers other parts where theſe Eperzes are Currant, 
and traded as Merch.andizc, as in Hedland, divers parts 
ol tali and elfewhere, 

3. NoRegiſter is to bee kept of the name of the pey- 
ſen to the danger of the Merchant: but of the 
aneiy tor the ſecuritie of his Maieſtie, to charge the Ex- 
changer to carry the ſame to his Maicſties myne for in- 
creale of Coyne, 


The iſſue of all which Diſcoure is: That ſince 
the — — clecrely bu Aaiefties 


— lee the Gold{muth) trade + And that 
the duc Exerciſe thereot cannot bee but with good 
likelybood of advantages to the King and Common- 


wealth , alwell by the Abuſes and Errors 
above-mentioned , as by mg theſe beneſiis a- 
boue likewiſe in part intimated z the true State 


of the queſtion betwixt his Maieſtie and the Gold- 
ſmiths is, Not that there ſhould bee ſhowne of his 
Maicfties behalſe, eyther reaſons to mooue his Re- 
ſumption, or declarations to the Conveni- 
encies thereof ſor his Mate having in Law alwayes 
bin in poſſe ſſion thereof. And now bei „ 

t 


(29) 
It reſts vpon the part of ſuch as Petition for his Ma- 
ieſties laying downe, this auncient Right and Flowre 
of the Crowne; To propound, ſome moſt jult eui- 
dent and neceſſary reaſons and motiues, vpon which 
his Maieſtie ſhould bee moued to remit and quite- 
claime eyther to the Gold{miths in particular, or o- 
ther ſubiects in generall this fo Reyal/ and legal! Pre. 
rogatine. + 
Vponconfideration whereof ( being humbly preſented 
2 his Maieſty) ſuch reſolution no queſtion wall 
be raken as ſhall beſt ſtand with his Maieſties Ho- 
nour and the good of his Realmes, 


F 


Cnar. 4+ 


The proceedings and debatements had 
in bringing the ſame to Reſolution. 

1* Prop ſition for Reviuing the Office of Ex- | 

—— — — | 
the beginning of Summer, 1626. And a Reference was | 
made to M.. Attorney and others, who reported the | 
Legalitie, and that it was his Maieſties Right, leauing | 
the point of Conueniencie. About Chriſtmas aſter, the | 
firſt Letters Patents and Indenture were paſſed, and a | 
Proclamation according to the vſuall forme of {uch like | 
graunts was to follow. The Lord Treaſurer was ac- 
quainted with the Proclamation, Letters Patents and 
Indenture; who thereupon ordered the Officers of the 
Mytu ſhould attend him therein. And they then deli- 'F 

E 3 uered 


— FCIINT" * 


Order of 
the Coun- 
ſell. 


DU ECO WEE 


(30) 

wered in ſome except ions ta the ſame, partly clayming 
the place ro bee in gtaunt to the Wardenot the Mynt, 
partly vrging inconveniencics, u hich becauſe they were 
the fame with the fiſt, 4.5. and ſixt Articie ct the Gold- 
{mics Petition about recited, are heere omitted. Du- 
ring the ſtay of the buſineſſe heore, the Goldſmiths ob- 
tayned the Citie to joyne with them in Petitioning the 
Counſell Table againſt the Office. 

The Eatle of Holland aniwercd this generall Petiri- 
on, praying that the Goldimiths tight in particular 
let doune their grieuances, and the inconveniences, 
whereunto a cettaine Anſwer might bee made; And 
whereupon a certaine iſſue might bee talen to preſerue 
the buſineſſe from contuſion in the hearing, which be- 
ing Ordered, the Goldimiths herevpon exhibited to 
theit Lordſhips, another Petition declaring at large all 
theit Reaſons againſt the Patent, as well in reſpect of 
their ptetence and clayme to the ſame; as alſo, what 
preiudice did thereby acrue to their Company in parti - 
cular ; And likewiſe, how inconvenient the (ame was 
to the Realme. To which his Lordſtup aafwered a- 
gaine ; and ſo the Cauſe came to @ hearing before his 
Maieſtie and ſome (ixe and twenty Lords and others of 
his Priuie Counſell, vpon Wedneſday 2 5. Aprill, 1627. 
and recciued Determination according to the Order 
lereaſtet following conceiued vpon the lame. 


Wedneſday the 2 5. Aprill, 1627. 


Hu day the Kings ie being preſent in (eiu, the 
T ee by the 7 tienen of the ¶ ue, and of the 
Goldſmiths ; & likewiſe, ch ether Exceptions as by diver, 


AL AY 


(21) 
Al arc hauts and ot her, 38 in perſe u. and by iQ. 
Connſell learned, Were made «gant the Office of 
and the Pas eru Indevture and Prociumetion,, for the Reg. 
ring and rhebetter Execution thereof Were taken inte Debate 
and Cor fideration.. Av wpon full hearing of all the ſatd par- 
ties and their Connſell at large, and particular Debate of all 
the Reaſons in the [aid Petutrens alledged and others then made, 
it appeared plainly to bus M aieſtie and the Board ; That no- 
thingwas innovated but the right of an ancient Othce, Re- 
viued ; «And regulated by the ſaid ſndemtare and Procla. 
matron, 

Nemertbelefſs hun Mic ſſis grationſly inc lining togine c om- 
fort to the Goldſmuths, in any — properly belonging to ther 
trade, and to free the Miri ant from avy inconuenience or 
lefſe that might ariſe by th: Patent, was pleaſed, and by the ad- 
viſe of bus ( cuncel did ordaine theſe thing; folloWing to be thus 
explained aud declared. 

Firſt, that thryof the myſtery of the Goldſmiths bane ſret li 
berry to buy ay plate, or gold and ſilner, which in the vfe of their 
trade or myſtery they conuerted im made wares, or other works 
C olaſmus in as fully and amply a1 beretofere they might 07 
Cond doc, but nut te by any anner of gold or ſilner roſell againe, 
er 4% ſeruc ta the M or Which noW are or haue beent, or 
Which bereafter ſuas be bis M niefties Coyne: of Gold or Sil. 
ner 

Serondly, that all plate wrong hi, vl ere the faſhion is valuable 
ſhowld be left free te be bongbt [old or pan ned, by or roany perſons 
whatfocucr 


T birdly, that cer one of bis Maicfhies loning ſubieQs ſhould 
be at labert yto carry their Bullten to the Mint, without being 
inforced to go to hu Maicfties Exchanges, But none are to buy 
Bullion M*rchantwiſe, thereof to make profit by carrying 
the ſame to his Maieſties Mynt, rhrre co be corned in damage 
or defraud of bis Mareſtics Exchange, 

Fonrth'y, a bere it Was a, that the P eme in the Noble 
2 


* 
* 
\ 
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to be paid to the Exc , might occaſion the big ber rate: 
2 o binder the — — : 11 
declared that the Penn inthe Noble is not ſtr as arate certaine, 
which the Exchanger is to taks, but ſuch onely Which the Ex. 
changer is not toexceede, but may take lefſe u the Exc er 
and ſeller ball agree, wh'ch if they canner the ſeller is at liber- 
tie to gee to the Mynt, where nothing is #0 be takenbut for the 
coynare of the ſaid Bullion, 

T beſe explanations are to bee made in the Proclamation to 
be pubiiſhtd for be execution of the ſaid Office, and new Let- 
ters Patents are to paſſe, omuting the graum of any pert of for- 
fritures of penall La\ves and Clauſes of Aﬀſiftance touching the 
ſerve. 


According to this Order the Proclamation was pub- 
liſhed 25. 4e7, next enſuing, And the Office was 
opened the 25. of hne next after. And yet the 
Galdimiths ( #orwiuhfandring all their reaſ ons were 
particular ly beard ſſ aaa & debated before bu Maieftte 
and the Beard: And after againe, read oner point by 
point , Aud they and their Conncell were beard 
te whatſeeucr thet they conld ſay ) did (the ſame 
Progteſſe) againe petition his Maic ſtie herein, 
which by his Maieſtie being referred to the end of 
his Progteſſe, They for that time purſued the fame 
no further, but ſince the ſommons of Parliament 
did againe petition his Maieſtie vpon the former 
prerentions and allegations, to which his Maieſtie 
was moſt graciouſly pleaſed to giue this fauourable 


an{were. 


To 
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To the Kings moſt Excellent 
ateſtie_.. 


The bumble Petition. of the Company of Gold(miths, 


your Maieſtics ſole Exchanger of Gold and ſiluer Bulli Hit H. 


en within your Highnes Dominions, which Office ha- 
uing beene long out of vic and aboſhlied, and now put 


nr. — to bee very inconuenient and pte- 
indici ly to your Maicſtic and the Common- 

and in more particular to your ſubic cts, for that 
it tende to the veeer f and deſtruction 


ofthe Company of Goldi mah, conſiſting of at leaſt 
Soo. families of thoulandof your Highnes people, for 
although your Maieſtie was gracioufly pleaſed by your 
Proclamation to declare, that it was not your Highnes 
totakefrom your ka Gr any thing that 

— vnto them in their lawfull trades, yet 
they be refirained from buying and carrying any Bi 
at all to his Maieſties Mynt, when all other your Sub- 
iects and firangers are left at liberty, it hauing bin the 
iſe of all ages, to inuite all to come to the Mint, yet 
now the Goldſmichs are accepted and forbidden to buy 
op except it be old Plate, or ſuch as is manu- 
re alreadie to make plate of, which is the ſtanding 
treaſure of the Kingdome : So that they be depriued of 
their maintainance and liuelyhood by the ſaid Office; 
And yet the ſeruice of your Maieſtie and the _— 
F wealth, 


| 


1 
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wealth, vnder pretext whereot this Office was obtained, 
is no way advanced, but conttariwiſe much kindred 
and impaired m—_ And whereas it was pre ended, 


that it hould be a 'reformation ot abuſes by reftrainrof 
Tranſportation , it is plaine it rather incoura,es and 
make more Tranſporters then haue. becne, And there- 
fore becauſe it is a great dettiment to your Maicſtics 
profic in the Mynt, and to the whole Land beirg a hin- 
derance to the bringing of treaſure in o the King dome, 
both which may bee very plainely made to appeare by 
duuers reaſons, | 


Your Suppliants moſt humbly beſeechey, you wilbe 
pleaſed to take into conſidet⸗ tion their gri 
and to compaſſionate them chat they may haue the 
freedome of their trades formerly they — 
that they may be enabled to doe your Maieſtis ſet- 
vice, as heretofore they haue done, which they 
haue expreſſed by their teadineſſe in all obeds 
ence to your Maieſtie vpon all occaſions, And your 
ſupplyants according to their boùnden dutie ſhall 
pray for your Maieſties moſt proſperous Raigne 
in this world, and eternall — in the world 

to come. g 


Whie- 


P 


(35) 
White-hall, March, 1627. 


F 44 tha Prtition of the Company of Goldſmiths 

con'ain'th the (ame mater ine ſfect which was heretoſore 
tales mis conſideration end debited beſme h Mateflie 
and the lords (with Counſell ow both fides ) and finally 
Ordered and that their right  reſerwed onto them by the 
ſais Proclhmatian, «And that contrary ts their ſus geſlion 
they hane as great lber tie ( by bis Mateſftres meere grace and 
fanonr ) togoets bi Mynt, 43 any other hu Subicits haue, 
but wt to mike trade and gaine berwixt any other his 
Matefties ſubiefts and the Mym, contrary to the policy of 
all ants, Ani of the) are hindered or reſtrarned 12 any 
thing belonging of right to their Trades without t ſurpatiam 
pen by Mateſties Regalties ) they ave free ts vſe the bene- 
fit of bus Maiefltes I awes for reliefe therein, bis Maie- 
flie wrlleth that the Pettrioners trouble bim no further herein 
Without particular mailer of wrong, or new grievance done 
vnto ihres by the Execution of the ſaid Patent, whereupey 
ba Maieſtie will take [web far ther conſideration as bee ft. 


